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The identification and charactenzation of birds in land reservations are important basis for rESEElrEh

institutions in identifying strategies in the promotion of is protection and conservation. The
study identified. charactenzed, and photo-documented birds within the Benguet State

University (BESU)-La Tnnidad Campus and its land reservations. The common, scientific, and

family names of these birds are determined together with its eco-class, conservation status, « 1060+ million publication pages
distribution, charactenstics, and food. Forty-six species of birds under 27 families are

identfied within the campus and its land reservations. Forty-four bird species are found to be
indigenous and two are exofic. Fifteen of the indigenous bird species are found endemic.

Incidentally, these 15 endemic species identified included ranked =six and seven of the ten Join for free
must see birds in the Philippines. Based on the categones under the UGN Red List
Categones and Cnterla Version 3.1 (2001, all the identified birds belong to the conservation

status, least concern. Further, on population trend. nine bird species were of unknown status
whether their population is increasing or decreasing, 26 were with stable population. eight

were decreasing and four were increasing. Forty-one of the species are insect-eating. The
presence of the Scale-Feathered Malkoha and Spotted Wood Kinghsher, high endemism, and

richness of bird species in the B3U land reservations im La Trinidad, Bengueat indicates that
there 1= a need to sustain or heighten the reservations’ protection and consenvation.
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« 2 3+ billion citations
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Development of endemicity and conservation importance indices for tropical forests and the floral
diversity assessment of Mt. Natoo in Benguet, Philippines
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Author information

The scientific community faces the challenge of measuring progress toward biodiversity targets and indices have 296 0 EH
been traditionally used. Howewver, recent inventories in secondary tropical mountain forests using traditional
hiodiversity indices have yielded results that are indistinct with primary ones. This shows the need to develop Accesses Litation Detail
complementary indices that goes beyond species count but integrates the distribution and conservation status of
the species. This study developed endemicity and conservation importance index for tropical forest that |

Sections Recommended
incorporated the distribution and conservation status of the species. These indices were applied to Mt. Natoo, a
remnant primary mossy forest in Buguias, Benguet, Philippines, that resulted to endemicity index of 81.07 and Abstract
conservation importance index of 42.90. Comparing these with secondary forest sites with comparable Shannon- Key words

Wiener, Simpson, Evenness and Margalef's indices, our endemicity and conservation indices clearly differentiates Cite thic article

primary forestiour study site) with higher values from secondary forests with much lower values. Thus, we are

proposing these indices for a direct but scientifically-informed identification of specific sites for conservation and

protection in tropical forests. Additionally, our study documented a total of 168 vascular plant species(/9 endemic

and 12 locally threatened species) in Mt. Nato-o. Majority are of tropical elements for both generic and species

levels with some temperate elements that could be attributed to the site's high elevation and semi-temperate

climate. These are important baseline information for conservation plans and monitoring of tropical mossy forests.
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